


The	
  Middle	
  East	
  
•  Common	
  term	
  for	
  the	
  arid	
  region	
  consis5ng	
  of	
  
Southwest	
  Asia	
  and	
  parts	
  of	
  North	
  Africa/
Southeast	
  Europe.	
  



Strategically	
  located	
  at	
  the	
  crossroads	
  of	
  3	
  
con5nents	
  

Eurocentric by	
  nature-­‐	
  The	
  term	
  was	
  created	
  in	
  
1902	
  by	
  the	
  Bri5sh	
  to	
  describe	
  the	
  area	
  between	
  
the	
  Near	
  East	
  (Balkans	
  and	
  OJoman	
  Empire)	
  and	
  
the	
  Far	
  East	
  (India	
  and	
  China)	
  

Commonly	
  used	
  descrip5on	
  today,	
  even	
  used	
  
within	
  the	
  region	
  itself	
  
	
  



What	
  countries	
  are	
  included?	
  
Definitely	
  Included	
  
•  Bahrain	
  
•  Egypt	
  
•  Iran	
  
•  Iraq	
  
•  Israel	
  
•  Jordan	
  
•  Kuwait	
  
•  Lebanon	
  
•  Oman	
  
•  Qatar	
  
•  Saudi	
  Arabia	
  
•  Syria	
  
•  United	
  Arab	
  Emirates	
  
•  Yemen	
  

Possibly	
  included	
  
•  Turkey	
  
•  Morocco	
  
•  Algeria	
  
•  Libya	
  
•  Tunisia	
  
•  Cyprus	
  
•  Afghanistan	
  
•  Pakistan	
  
•  Turkmenistan	
  
•  Uzbekistan	
  
•  Tajikistan	
  
•  Kyrgyzstan	
  
•  Kazakhstan	
  



Why	
  the	
  debate?	
  



Determining	
  Regions	
  
•  How	
  do	
  we	
  determine	
  what	
  a	
  region	
  is?	
  
– Loca5on	
  
•  Near	
  enough	
  to	
  be	
  considered	
  connected	
  

– Physical	
  Characteris5cs	
  
•  Contains	
  similar	
  naturally	
  occurring	
  features	
  

–  Climate	
  
–  Vegeta5on/Wildlife	
  
–  Con5nuous	
  physical	
  features	
  like	
  deserts,	
  lakes	
  or	
  mountain	
  ranges	
  

– Human	
  Characteris5cs	
  
•  Similar	
  cultural	
  traits	
  common	
  throughout	
  the	
  area	
  

–  Poli5cal	
  control	
  
–  Shared	
  History	
  
–  Language	
  
–  Religious	
  beliefs	
  
–  Race/ethnicity	
  



Shared	
  History	
  
•  Birth	
  place	
  of	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  worlds	
  largest	
  and	
  
most	
  influen5al	
  religions	
  
–  Judaism	
  
– Chris5anity	
  
–  Islam	
  

•  The	
  con5nued	
  conflict	
  over	
  which	
  of	
  these	
  
groups	
  is	
  right	
  and	
  which	
  group	
  should	
  control	
  
what	
  land	
  has	
  led	
  to	
  numerous	
  bloody	
  conflicts	
  
even	
  un5l	
  today	
  
–  IE:	
  The	
  Crusades,	
  Arab-­‐Israeli	
  War,	
  etc…	
  



Shared	
  Language	
  

•  Almost	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  countries	
  of	
  the	
  core	
  Middle	
  
East	
  have	
  Arabic	
  speaking	
  majori5es	
  

•  The	
  excep5ons	
  being	
  
–  Israel	
  (Hebrew	
  as	
  the	
  official	
  language)	
  
–  Iran	
  (Farsi;	
  the	
  modern	
  form	
  of	
  Persian	
  spoken)	
  

•  Further	
  from	
  the	
  core	
  region,	
  more	
  diverse	
  
languages	
  tend	
  to	
  be	
  common	
  



Shared	
  Religion	
  
•  The	
  majority	
  of	
  people	
  in	
  the	
  Middle	
  East	
  are	
  
Muslims	
  (followers	
  of	
  Islam)	
  
– The	
  popula5ons	
  of	
  the	
  core	
  na5ons	
  are	
  between	
  
70-­‐100%	
  Muslim	
  (with	
  the	
  excep5ons	
  of	
  Israel	
  17%)	
  

•  However,	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  countries	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  allow	
  
some	
  diversity	
  of	
  religion	
  with	
  the	
  excep5on	
  of	
  
Saudi	
  Arabia	
  
– Saudi	
  Arabia	
  is	
  an	
  Islamic	
  Theocracy	
  where	
  prac5cing	
  
other	
  religions	
  is	
  against	
  the	
  law	
  



Shared	
  Religion	
  
•  Islam-­‐	
  The	
  belief	
  that	
  Allah	
  (God)	
  revealed	
  the	
  
true	
  religion	
  through	
  his	
  prophet	
  Muhammad	
  	
  

•  Followers	
  of	
  Islam	
  are	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Muslims	
  

•  There	
  are	
  two	
  main	
  Muslim	
  groups	
  
– Sunni:	
  Make	
  up	
  about	
  85%	
  of	
  the	
  Muslims	
  in	
  the	
  world	
  

– Shia:	
  Make	
  up	
  about	
  13%	
  of	
  Muslims	
  in	
  the	
  World	
  





Boundaries	
  

•  Regions	
  are	
  ojen	
  decided	
  based	
  on	
  boundaries	
  
–  Physical	
  Boundaries	
  

•  Naturally	
  occurring	
  barriers	
  which	
  are	
  physically	
  apparent	
  
–  Oceans,	
  Rivers,	
  Lakes,	
  Mountain	
  Ranges,	
  Deserts	
  

–  Poli5cal	
  Boundaries	
  
•  Dividing	
  lines	
  established	
  by	
  people/governments	
  and	
  are	
  
typically	
  unseen	
  	
  
–  Countries,	
  States,	
  Ci5es,	
  	
  

	
  
•  Some5mes	
  Physical	
  boundaries	
  are	
  used	
  as	
  
poli5cal	
  boundaries	
  



Think-­‐Pair-­‐Share	
  
List	
  as	
  many	
  examples	
  of	
  physical	
  boundaries	
  that	
  are	
  
also	
  poli5cal	
  boundaries	
  as	
  you	
  can.	
  
-­‐  Much	
  of	
  the	
  southern	
  border	
  of	
  the	
  USA	
  follows	
  the	
  
Rio	
  Grande	
  River	
  

-­‐  The	
  Mediterranean	
  Sea	
  for	
  all	
  of	
  the	
  Countries	
  
bordered	
  by	
  it	
  

-­‐  The	
  Pyrenees	
  Mountains	
  that	
  separate	
  France	
  and	
  
Spain	
  

-­‐  The	
  Andes	
  Mountains	
  separate	
  Chile	
  and	
  Argen5na	
  
-­‐  Africa	
  is	
  ojen	
  divided	
  into	
  two	
  halves,	
  Saharan	
  and	
  
Sub-­‐Saharan	
  





•  The	
  Kurds-­‐	
  an	
  ethnic	
  
minority	
  who	
  live	
  in	
  a	
  
region	
  that	
  is	
  part	
  of	
  Iraq,	
  
Iran,	
  Syria,	
  Armenia,	
  and	
  
Turkey	
  

•  While	
  culturally	
  different	
  
from	
  many	
  in	
  the	
  region	
  
and	
  occupying	
  a	
  land	
  
commonly	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  
“Kurdistan”,	
  they	
  remain	
  
largely	
  under	
  the	
  control	
  
of	
  other	
  na5ons.	
  



•  On	
  area	
  of	
  Northern	
  Iraq	
  has	
  gained	
  autonomy	
  (self	
  
government)	
  called	
  the	
  Kurdish	
  Regional	
  Government	
  
or	
  KRG.	
  

•  The	
  KRG	
  control	
  the	
  Peshmerga,	
  a	
  Kurdish	
  military	
  
organiza5on	
  that	
  has	
  ac5vely	
  aided	
  the	
  United	
  Na5ons	
  
in	
  their	
  efforts	
  against	
  the	
  Suddam	
  Hussein	
  Regime	
  and	
  
ISIS	
  in	
  Iraq	
  



Pales5ne	
  
•  An	
  area	
  on	
  the	
  eastern	
  Mediterranean	
  coast,	
  
ojen	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  Israel,	
  The	
  Holy	
  Land,	
  or	
  
Canaan	
  

•  Historic	
  home	
  of	
  the	
  Hebrew	
  people	
  (Jews)	
  

•  Under	
  Muslim	
  control	
  since	
  the	
  7th	
  century	
  C.E.	
  

•  Much	
  of	
  the	
  territory	
  was	
  given	
  back	
  to	
  the	
  
Jews	
  ajer	
  WWII	
  and	
  the	
  Holocaust	
  





Natural	
  Resources	
  
•  The	
  Middle	
  East	
  is	
  an	
  area	
  of	
  the	
  world	
  rich	
  in	
  some	
  of	
  
the	
  worlds	
  most	
  valuable	
  assets.	
  

•  Most	
  middle	
  eastern	
  economies	
  rely	
  heavily	
  on	
  the	
  
export	
  (sale	
  of	
  goods	
  to	
  other	
  countries)	
  of	
  these	
  
goods.	
  
–  Oil	
  
–  Natural	
  Gas	
  
–  Industrial	
  Metals	
  
–  Phosphates	
  
–  Gems	
  
–  Food	
  Products	
  
–  Tex5les/Clothing	
  



Natural	
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  (sale	
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  countries)	
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